"A Personal Church!" 

Text: Matt. 16:18, 

■' nfl I say unto thee, that thou art reter, and upojj 
rock I will bnild my church, and the sates of 
..ell shall not prevail against it," 

;icT- ture: H tt 16:13-20 

In scrip 2day we read Js inquir His discs bout self 
lie asii 2 find out who peop say He is 
this famil stryxin I sure most herd B4 

Pet outspok disc always quik answer once again not 
fail master, blurt out, "Thou art the Jfarist, thB 
son of the Living God." 

3urprisly had rt answer & J a tells so, 

I say surprisly cause when look other incidents, 
Let put foot in mouth many time 

In next chap i'et in Transfig/3 booth3/Mos,Eli;i ,J3 
jue ret want walk water/did & lost faith 
" "' told Js He not 3 killed/ridicul/suffer, 
told by Js, "Get behind me tiatan." 
" cut off ear servant Hi ± j r. Geth. 
" promise never deny Js./told would/he deny3 

Mark acct Resur say, "But go your way, tell his 
disciples and Peter, that He goeth B4 U into Galilee 
this signif Pet single out x ctl ^-q-h 

i?rom remain hist Pet we know he Bcome rock isxprajtx 
This wish/wash/impet/quest/seemingly unstable 
fisher Bcame what Js predicted 

Bu if we reran all scrip Js associates unlikely 
characts, cannot help think Js must seen in Pet 
qualities that only needed polish/aging, that life 
6 experience give. 
Js took as was even when Pet no Blieve in self 
" molded/shaped by constant instruct when necess 
" so olded/ref roved when needed & used all deft 
ways to slowly/surely change & alter charac 

j'hich prove Js knew human charac better anyone 
thus from common/ordinary/unschooled/uncouth man 
been found inst which withstood storms time/history 

This only poss cause inst founded on weak man, 

empowered by Js Xp Himself. 

I I members this wonder body know Xp's church 
In recent conver little old lady, (no one here) 
Bhe start say My church but change Q ^ ohurch 



to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, 
the earth J 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHfttST 
Sutler, Pennsylvania 
b 1rmat10n sunday october 27, i 9/i+ 

Rev, Ralph C. Li nk, Pabtor 
Mrs, Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 3:00 P.M. 

Prelude 

Hymn No. 3' "Father, again in Jesus' name we meet" 

Ascm ption 

I NVOCAT ION 

Scripture Matthew (6: 1 3-20 Jf/MC 3hff£ J 

Anthem 

Sermon; "A PERSONAL CHURCH;" 

Glori a Patr I 

Affirmation of Our Faith (Apostles Creed) 

Communion Hvmn 2df "Break Thou the bread of life" 

Call to Communion - Page 3^ 

Eucharist ic Prayer - Institution - Agnus Dei 

The Holy Communion (Please retain elements until 

all are served) 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Hymn of Dedication 1 58 "When I survey the wondrous 

cross 11 
Benediction and Threefold Amen 
Postluoe 



The Congregation ib asked to remain seated for the 
entire service. Only the Pastor ano the choir 
members will rise, 

_j^-We welcome each of you To THIS SPECIAL service today. 
Our desire has been to make it a meaningful service 
for you. Our prayer is that you have been able to 
truly worship God, and that His blessing may go with 
you. 
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,. xeu U3 aomernins very meaningful 
in life believer 
He left mem His Body & Blood. 
The Sacra Lord's Supp in other words 
It in this 3acra we each come 2 Hin anew 
& once again ask Him 4 forgiveness our sins 

It ,^°JA tt± ^ th iv- da ? which ch took °n new m an 
we can assem like this & observe the oacra with 
those of U who mostly cannot reg partic in service 
eaGo week. 

So let us now come His table 5: partake His Supper. 
Perhaps if „e talked to Js as Rev. Horatius Bonar 
^ V^ ? m ? 0o S l ? ulal ° n n 3™> we could really come 
to feel & know His presence as we ait at His table. 

Mr. Bonar spoke! 

This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
This is the heafenly table spread for me: 
Here let me feast and feasting still prolong 
The brief bright hour of fellowship with thee. 

Let us pray. 



perhaps feel wrong say this 2 

iord Church in Catechism "A body of believers in 
Christ, an assembly of peop. cong, society." 

( say, "Where 2 or 3 fathered in My name, there am 
I in the -midst of them." 

2 B athered 2gether His name, means assem His purpo 
whiL... He ordained. 
Christ ordained church 
there* it organ thru which His truths proclaimed 
It bear witness His life^teach/ministry/deth/ 
resur/S to His sacrif for all mankind 

'The ch. must ever proclaim Js aa Lord & Sav, 
& must always wifcuKsx bear witness to Xp, 
& bring others 2 worship with corporate body believe 
Is signif note Js seldom use word MY 
But when did, it My Father, My Friend, My church. 
His true possess Father, friends, & church 

It not wrong say My Church as long as never Bcome 
possessive &, consider it Blong 2 ua 
We can use word MY when truly accept Xp as Sav, 
B ,ioin in fellowship of ch. 
'Then it MI Bllurch, ?c really Blong 2:<us 
Bcause we part of it 

peop had lot 2 do with furthering this oh. 
i'erhaps we shud say congreg 
Thru efforts we now position 2 lead/have house 
worship G. 
Thus we can call 3t. Paul&s My Church 

There't fitt on (ef Sun we pay trib 2 all who labored 
mai this ch, ch of Js Xp. 

Were it not 4 those who valian plann/labored, we 

ccould not worsh this after 

But in pay trib 2 anyl B it indiv or group , 
there alway danger 4geting real purpose served by 
a group or indiv. 
This instance we shud much moreso pay trib Ja Xp 
as founder ch, as well each indiv cong 

M. Luth may B respons Hef , & our ^fathers may found 

« in Butler, & many U as well as fams may have I 
toiled Pi labored this vineyard, 
But it is 2 Js Xp that we must give comp honor 4 
The Church at large which we can call My Ch, 
Personal Church. 



He lived/suffered/died that we who followers 
might have fellowship we can carry OH 



I 



now I * • ' ■■ n l 

- j . 

i 

IB . 

I 

id told 
thai the rock upoB ~ ■ of 

■ 
the prob" and the 

the wo rid has 

can +i rtine this do 

as i " concern o ?sess *' 

tve. It 
I 

to 

ve t o be 

Lples, He must bo be the lea< ■ ■. 

was this mar that Jesus? 

man mnst unlikely tc 
most ble and shifting o^ th 

Ld "be. ■"- known this, 

ena inkling that '*.- aliffed to be a lead . taar must inly 

ff he aoes not know b : nd hip weaknesa"es. Peter 

as a n-uitter. A ! iproval or susof ;ion. 

!es to D leader. si ck + o 

th and ,, e poor : ' 

Ld Jesus select ' 



1 to 

ad •-1' 1 alitj 

3 stand hi- in 
him. • 

not ev ] onverted 

r indlvi ■ " Church 

eii about ■ ■ 

"Jo 

eel into Church histo] 

"■ 

of the world h . Why? been f 

: Be it ] 

i 

- 
f'linp;. - [g the c 

Christ T: r-- Lord. the CI 

Him that 1 | 

the Instrumc i ' work". 

i wf] 3 s. n y us 

to othen is part of our ( ' | ... aj>e 

t-t of th e - - 

■■hi e ? '■; 
rook. 
of 1 ] ? Christ, 

ts Divine 
re. 

f us at : 



■ ■ fund— 

" : 

j] i [tie 

too sofi 1° n^+ : [n life? 

■- - ."> f ] 1 ' ■ ■ ■ ~rl _ 

+n these k; I fe. Then the 

ffeted ■ 

from 

] -■ Church cannot afford )f wfshy 

■ 
irroun&e ion ft. Ar>d it 

as i + p raRmher=- are stronger tlr. 

as* "A be 

pr-r- j it.." It is also re: eonle r a c 

: • - 

i t- 

ife and ' 

Church ia Pi Wefters] 

this 1 j " ' t 

Ch 3h« Pfrs f s Christ 1 

are ni + ours, ^ l 'i°if be© 
Chris + ' - 



L 



'1 „ 
sr said, is sessions.. Th< 

He dj " 'iend, M ' disciplef ■ >eb. " 

posses? ' 

-jhurch. 

- . 

i 

of Hi ' [t repJi 

ie mi ^p"- arid bacteria nurturii 

then i not h&v 

. I 

o+- -,i n of the n orrT ''" 1 minister who his 

rted ^n-"" it's Ij 
in the ' -■■-. " 

: ■' , "Let it • 
Rev. " Then ffs a: 

" td, M Ir 

then run r it np' 1 " i - • , 

\nd " ,." 

B , ' 

fl ft is a te 
ionic *"- + flame is ^ro 1 ittle dirampr ■■ 

i 
j hed. Is this a 

' ' i i t o 

- ..,lo — 

o i+ 1 >e.. The fault : "' 



■ LAfAt* 



-for +h<~- 1 riv " ] o churches A these doort 

■ •' 

-- look at + b & r 

— 

rt at whs ' has been 3 Is ths be told 

week* thi " . ? ~ ■ 

5ver hes 

■ -fcell othei '•" for one i 

■ f-et 
bet 

[] ling work i : ^y 

. 
■ rt is not to b 

"J lov 

"■ . :! I' - " ;ruely 

B ii he ' 

... 
; 



Sermon for Shut-in service October 27, 1974- 

"A Personal Church!" 

Text: Matt. 16:18, "And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it." 

Scripture Matt. 18:13-20 

In our script re for today we read of Jesus inquiring of His disciples 
about Himself. He is asking to find out just who people say He is. This is 
a very familiar story and I am sure most of you have heard it many times be- 
fore. Peter, the outspoken disciple who was always so quick with the answers, 
once again does not fail his master, but blurts out, "Thou art the Christ, 

the son of the living God." Surprisingly he had the right answer and Jesus 

for several reasons. First 
tells him so. I say surprisingly* bee asue when we look at some of the other 

n 

incidents in the life of ieter we see that he was always putting his foot 

later: 
in his mouth. ^In the very next chapter is of Matthew we read of Peter being 

taken to the top of the mountain along with two of the other disciples and 

how Peter suggested to Jesus when He was transfigured before them, how they 

could make three booths there, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah. This was the same Peter who saw his Lord walking on the water and 

in faith asked that he too might walk upon the water B But when he was out 

of the boat and realized what he was doing, he became frightened and began 

to sink because of his loes of faith. This is the same Peter who found 

fault with the fact that Jesus said He was going up to Jerusalem and was 

going to be killed. And Jesus answered him by saying, "Get thee behind me 

Satan." 

This is the same Peter who stepped forth in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and cut off the right ear of the High Priest's servant. This is the same 

Peter who very quickly stated that he would never turn his back on his Lord, 

and Jesus prophesied that Peter would deny Him that very night. This is the 

s 3 ieter ^^rho followed at a distance as they took Jesus before the High 

Priest for questioning. And this is the same Peter who sat warming his 

hands before the fire in the courtyard of the High Priest, and who vehemently 

denied that he ever knew this Jesus of Hazareth. 
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And this Is the same leter who came to the sepuihhre seeking his Lord, after 
hr had "been, told that the body was not there. There is an interesting note 
to be found in the Mark account of the resanrection that is a bit different 
from the other accountr. In Mark the angel of the Lord is talking to the 
women who had come to the tomb and he tells them, "But go your way, tell 
his disciples, and Peter, that He goeth before you into Gallilee;" I think 
this isxsignificant "Because Peter is singled out as one to whom this messare 
should be told. From the remaining history and life of Peter we know that 
he did indeed become the rock upon which Christ's church was built. Phis 
wishy-washy, impetuous, questioning, seemingly unstable fisherman became the 
rock that Jesus predicted he would be. 

If we look at Peter from another angle we would question why Jesus would 
even consider hi-.i as a candidate to be the foundation of Christ's church. 
Of all the disciples Peter always stands out as the non9conf ormist. He 
w 'Id be voted, at least by all the standards we know, as the man most un- 
likely to succeed. He was far from possessing the rocklike qualities that 
would be needed as the base of the church. 

But if we remember „ 1 f the other portions of scripture in which Jesus 
associates with unlikely characters, we cannot help but think that He must 
have seen in this man Peter, qualities of leadership that just needed a bit 
of polishing and aging that only time and life can give. He took him as he 
was. He believed in him when Peter did not even believe in himself. He 
molded him and shaped him by his constant instruction when necessary, by his 
scolding and reproof when needed, and by all of the other deft ways and means 
He employed to slowly, but surely change and alter his character, ',/hich 
once again goes to prove that Jesus knew how to judge human character much 
better than anyone ever gave Him credit for doing. 

Thus from this common ordinary, unschooled, uncouth man has been founded 
an institution -*4wet has withstood the storms of time and history. This has 
only been possible because this institution founded upon a weak man, has been 
empowered by the strength of none other than Jesus Christ Himself. 
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You and I are members of this wonderful body known a3 Christ's Church. 
Ir recent conversation with a dear little old lady, (none of you here). 
,/e were talking about this church and she atarted to refer to it as "My 
Church," but stopped herslf and said, "Our Church." Perhaps she felt that 
she should not say, "l#y Church," I do not know, for I did not question her 
about it. The word church is defined in the catechsim as, "A body of be- 
lievers in Christ." It is also referred to as an assembly of people, or a 
congregation, or a society. Christ said, "./here two or three are gathered 
together in My name, ther am I in the midst of them." To be gathered together 
for His name, means to be assembled for His purpose which He has ordained. 
Christ ordained the church. Therefore, it is the organ through which His 
Truths must be proclaimed. It bears witness to His life, to His teachings, 
to .lis ministry, to His death, to His Resurrection and to the salvation which 
Is ours through Him. The Church must ever proclaim Jesus as Lord and o^viour 
ar ' must always bear witness to Christ , and bring people together to worship 
God as a corporate body of believers. 

It is significant to note that Jesus very seldom used the word "my". The 
few times He did, it was in reference to "My lather, my friend, my church." 
When we think about it we realize that His true possessions were, His Father 
and His church. It isn't wrong to use the teEm my church as long as we never 
become possessive about it and consider it as belonging to bkx us. We can 
use the word "My" when we truly accept Christ as our B a viour and join in the 
fellowship of His church. Then we can say MY Church and it really does be- 
long to us, because we are reallybthen a part of it. 

You people have had a lot to do with the furthering of this church. Per- 
haps we should say, "Congregation." Through your efforts we who now are 
in the position to lead, have a house in which we can worship God. Thus, 
yo :an esk call St, Paul's "My Church." It kasxkiSE is therefore fitting 
that on this Reformation Sunday, we pay tribute to all who have labored to 
make this church, the church of Jesus Christ, ,/ere it not for those who 
so valiantly planned, and labored, we could not sorship here this afternoon. 



But in paying tribute to anyone be it an individual or a group, there is 
a] ys the danger of forgetting the real purpose served by a group or an 
individual. In this instance we should much more so be paying tribute to 
Jesus Christ the founder of this church, as well as each individual church, 
Martin Luther may have been responsible for the .Reformation, and our fore- 
fathers may have founded Jt. Paul's here in Butler, and many of you as well 
as your families may have toiled and labored in this vineyard; but it is 
to Jesus Christ that we must give the tribute and the complete honor for 
this church as well as for all others, churches. 

He lived, He suffered, He died, that we who are followers of Kim, might 
have a fellowship in which we can carry on. But He also left us something 
that is very meaningful in the life of the believer. He left us the mem- 
orial of His body and blood. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in other 
words. It is in this Sacrament th^t we each come to Him anew, and once 
af *n aslc Him for the forgiveness of our sins. It is also fitting on the 
day in which the church took on bes new meaning that we can assemble like this 
and observe the Sacrament with those of you who are not regularly able to 
participate in the services each Sunday. So let us now come to His table 
and partake of His Supper. Lerhaps if we talked to Jesus as the Rev* 
Horatius Bonar a Scottish minister once did in the famialar hymn used quite 
often as a Communion Hymn, we could really come to feel and know His presence 
as we sit at His table. Mr. Bonar spoke; "This is the hour of banquet and of 
song; this is the heavenly table spread for me: here let me feast, and 
feasting still prolong the brief bright hour of fellowship with thee." 

Let us pray. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R, Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 




Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 



Born: April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Married: December 15, 1951 
Wife: Shirley Margaret Neill 

Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Children: Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 



SCHOOLING: 



Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 19 4 7 

Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference of United 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 1969 

Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 

Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., 
September 1970 

Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 197' 

Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 1974 



PASTORATES: 



As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or less in 
various churches 1965 to 1967 

Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church of Christ 
1967 to 1969 

Short term in various churches 1970 until Seminary 
entrance July 1970 

July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor at Trinity 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., Penn Central 
Conference, United Church of Christ 

December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



